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and they could never agree together; at last, however, he yielded to their persistent prayers. Unfortunately his forebodings were soon realized. The monks, perverse and loose of life, revolted against the discipline of the Master of the Eule, and, finding they could not regain their freedom in any other way, attempted to poison him in a glass of wine. Then Benedict said to them: " Almighty God in His mercy forgive you, brethren. "Why have you thus dealt with me ? Did I not tell you before that my manner of life and yours would not agree ? Go, seek a superior to your own liking ; for you can no longer have me with you." So the saint returned to the solitude of Subiaco, and " lived there by himself in the sight of Him who seeth all things."
But Benedict was not to have his solitude to himself much longer. His fame had spread, and his name was uttered even in the streets of Borne. High and noble personages began to arrive at Subiaco, bringing their sons to entrust to Benedict's protection. Thither, about 523, came Equitius, with his boy Maurus; thither also came Tertullus the Senator, leading little Placidus, then only seven or eight years old. Other devotees assembled, for whom it was necessary to provide some habitation. Hence there were built twelve small monasteries, each with twelve monks and a superior. The rest of the disciples, the chosen of the flock, remained in close attendance on the saint himself.1
About the year 528 the shadow of persecution dimmed the brightness of the life at Subiaco. The priests of Vicovaro, especially one named Florentius, became jealous of Benedict, whose preaching no doubt drew away their congregation, to the injury alike of their vanity and their interests. Horentius determined by any means to free himself of his rival. He is said to have even tried to kill Benedict by means of a poisoned loaf, and, when this device failed, to have sent naked hetaerae to play in the monastery garden. 'Partly to escape this annoyance, partly to secure for himself more leisure, partly perhaps because he felt that the valley among the hills was too narrow and cramped to become the head-quarters of a world-wide movement, Benedict determined to take a few monks with him and depart. The twelve small monasteries,
1 Dial. ii. 3.